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The City of New York

All hall to the new New York which
domes into belng to-day!

There now arlses lere a clty which
takes ita placo at once as the second of
the great capitals of the world. Long
before the llves of many of those
who read these lines aro spent It will
be the foremost capital of the world In
population, In wealth, and In commercial
and financial power,

_ Nor ean we doubt that here is to be
developed a clty which will surpass In

. grandeur any which has yet been builded
man.

“All hail to the Imperial city!

1808,

- Within the year that begins this morn-
g we shall learn, through the elections
for the House of Representatives, how the
American people regard tha present Ad-
- minlstration; whether Hawall is to become

& part of the national territory; and
whether the Cuban revolutionists are to
remain unrecognized and unassisted by our
Government. The coming twelvemonth
will throw light, also, upon the destiny of
China, and upon the question whether the
European Powers, Instead of malntaining
the concerted actlon which In Europe they
have pursued lately, shall, by reason of
conflicting Interesta In the Middle King-
dom, be arrayed agalnst one another. In
other parts of the world, moreover, and
especially in Anstro-Hungary, In Spaln and
in Africa, the New Year seems likely to
evolve events of unusual Interest and
moment,

In the United States we need not expect
to witness any monetary legislation, for
there Is bellsved to be a small majority
for free sliver in the Senate, whereas those
who believe in meseting our national obli-
gations In gold dominate the House of
Representatives, Nelther I8 any material
change In our customs datles to be looked
for. Should the tariff, even when supple-
mented with the public incoms obtained
from other modes of Indirect taxatiou,
fail to answer the national needs, the
fault must be placed where It belongs,
on the vast and steadily increasing burden
imposed upon us by our pension system.
Thereare signs that the people are awaken-
ing all over the country to'the absurdity
and Iniquity of pension laws that aresweep-
Ing us to deficits and bankruptey; laws
which force us to pay on account of a
war ended thirty-two years ago & sum
which will presently amount to $150,000,-
000 annually, n sum far larger than
Germany expends upon the strongest
standing army upon the globe. No coun.
try relying upon Indirect taxation could
long support such a strain. Either it
must be relaxed or else we shall be re-
duced to a choice between two odlous alter-
natives: We must live by loans from hand to
mouth, and thus Ilmpalir our natlonal cred-
it, or resort to direct taxation on a large
and objectionable scale, If, on the other
hand, the pension list were cut down
to reasonnble proportions, thers [s no
doubt that even tho existing revenues
would show a considerable snrplus over

<outgo. To bring about such a state of
things, It s only necessary to convince the
people that the pension laws, as now
framed and administered, constitute an In-
surmountable obstruction to the nation's
solvency and prosperity,

With regard to the composition of the
next House of Ilepresentatives, there are,
no doubt, already premonitions of the po-
litieal oscillation which is wont to mnark
the middle year of a Presidential term. The
pendulum swung backward last November
In New York, Kentucky and elsewhere,
It was otherwise, however, In Ohlo, and
even Maryland stood firm in the Repub-
lican column. Should the Dingley bill not
disappoint the yet unshaken hopes of
its framer, and should we witness a con-
tinuance of the prosperity evinced by the
rise In the price of wheat and by the re-
newed activity of factories, the Republi.
eans may reasonably count upon retaining
eontrol of the House of Representatives,
although they must expect a lessened ma-
Jority, An efficlent safeguard agalust re-
action would be a foreign policy adjusted
not to the timidity and selfishness of col-
lege professora and stock gamblers, but to
the patriotic traditions and deep control.
ling sympathies of the masses of the com-
muunity.

With regard to Hawail and to Cuba the
eurrent of popular feeling Is unmistakable
and irreslstible, If there ham been any
‘doubt anywhere concerning the Importance
of Hawall as & protective outpost of Call.
fornla, Oregon and Washington, It must be
dispelled by the seeming intention of Euro-

powers to partition the coast of China
and to compete for the control of the Paci.
fle, That the Cuban revolutionists, who
‘decline to be deluded with a sham proposal
of autonomy, deserve at least to be recog.
niwed as belligerents, and that our Goveruy.
ment should exhibit, what [t has not yet
exhibited, complete neutrality between
them and the Spaniards, bas become so
patent to American cltizens that, if thelr
votes could be polled on the subject, not
more than the fraction of one per cent,
would be recorded in the negative,

Bo far as the domestic Interests of the
Unlted Klngdom are concerned, these seem
eortain to remaln In the charge of 8 Unlon-
Ist Government not only during the twelve-
month now opened, but for at least four
years tocome, The majority in the House of
Commons, with which Lord SALISBURY re-
turned to power in 18005, Is the largest ever
soon In England slnce the first reformed
Parllament met In 1838, It secms to be,
also, compact and practically homogeneous,
the entrance of the Duke of Devoxsuins
and of Mr, CHAMBER LAIN Into the Cablnet
having checked the diverging tenden.
cles of the Conservatives and Dissl.
dent Liberals, It s true that Lord
LoNDoNDERRY and a knot of men repre-
senting the older Toryism have denounced
Mr. CHAMBENLAIN'S measures to Insdre
workingmon against casualties in cortain
trades, which meusures, nevertlieless, have
been embodiéd in law; and it Ls truo, alsg,

that thore ls an

and Mﬂlo tao |
tlon, which wonld like toenlist the Unlonist
party against the principles of freetrade
and the gold standard. But, when the test
eame not long ago, Lord LONDONDEHRY

proved powerless In the House of Lords |
agalnst Lord BALssuny and the Duke of

Devonshire, and the fallure of the Wolcott
Commission showed that, not even In
India, had the bimetallists any strength,
That Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, In his geal for
Imperialism, might be personally willing
to make a alight departure from Free Trade
principles (s ovident from his colloquy with
Sir Wrynip Lavrienr, whereln he sald
that England might impose a small duty
on food products from foreign countries,
thus giving colonial commodities a prefer
enea, provided the colonles, In return,
wonld admit Britiah producta duty fres
As [t happened, Sir WiLyriD declined the
offer, but, even had he mcoepted It, Mr,
CHAMDERLAIN could not havemade It good,
for the British workingman will never sub-
mit to an [nereass In the price of bread for
the sake of conelllating the colonles,

As for the British Liberals, they are still
at sea for want of a leader and a pro-
gramme. Bir Wimriam Hancourt, al-
though, by far, their moat skilful Parlia-
mentary debater, s heartily supported by
only a fraction of the party, and Lord Rosax-
pERY has even a emaller following. Mr.
Asqurra I not yet ripo for the leadership,
and Mr, Jons MoRLEY secms to have lost
ground decldedly since the shelving of
Home Rule, In which be was a sincere be-
llever, The mantls eaat off by Mr. GLAD-
STONE haa been, In a word, assumed by no
ons. Theonly man In the House of Commons
who might, concelvably, lead the Liberals
to victory In 1801 Is Mr. CHAMBERLAIN,
but he, unluckily for them, Is on the
other slde. By entering the Unlonist
Cabinet, Mr, CHAMBERLAIN not only de
prived the Liberals of the man best quall-
fied to succeed Mr, GLADSTONE as a politi-
cal strategist, but he also took with him
some of the most tempting planks in the
Liberal platform: the Accident Insurance
bill, for instance, which he has already
passed, and the old age pension scheme,
which he will presently bring forward, As
for the local option project, It powerfully
helped to bring the Liberals to grief In
18865, and yet they do not dare to renounce
it, becauss It la 8ir WiLLiaM HarcovurTt's
hobby. There has been an attempt to
make a popular cry of the " One
Man, One Vote" proposal, but the
Unionista have met It with clamor
for * One Vote, One Welght,” polnting out
that some of the Irish electoral districts
are so small that a vote In them counts for
many times more than does a vote in the
large English constituencles, Altogether,
the Liberals are in a bad way so far as
Great Britaln ls concerned, and they have
not mended matters by repelling their anti-
Parnellita coadjutors, through their re-
fusal to permit Home Rule to figure any
longer as the chief plank In the Liberal
platform. That step, which was lately
taken by the caucus of the British Liberal
Association, has caused Mr. JorN DIiLLox
to repudlate In a speech at Dublin any fuar-
ther alllance with the British Liberals,
This new attitude of the Antl-Parnell
Ites, who have been hitherto reproached
with a lack of independence, should smooth
the way to reunlon with the followers of
Mr. Joux E. REpmoxn. Were such a re-
unlon once effected between the two main
factions of the Natlonalist party, Mr. T.
HeaLy and his friends would also be obliged
to acquiesce in it, or they would quickly lose
all popularsupport In Ireland. The Liberals,
therefore, by turning the cold shoulder to
Home Rule, in the hope of galning votes in
England, have really removed an obstacle to
the ultimate success of the movement, for
a consolidated Ndtionallst party casting
onco mora 56 votes In the House of Com-
mons {s certain, soon or late, to hold
agaln the balance of power, Mean-.
while, the agitation for a readjust~
ment of the fiscal relations of Great
Britaln and Ireland is llkely to re-
cur at no distant date, although [t has
been adroitly postponed by the device of
requiring a new Investigation of the sub.
jeot by a second Royal Commission. In the
former Commission all polltical partles
were represented, yet by a nearly unanl-
mous majority it reported that, under the
existing fscal rdgime Ireland s contribut-
{ng to the Imperial Exchequer very much
more than her due proportlon. This Is a
question which, when it comes to the front,
will, not Improbably, array, temporarily at
least, not a few Irish Unlonists on the Na-
tlonalist side,

As regards England's foreign policy, that
part of It which relates to Africa and the
far Iiast may be considered more conven-
lently In another place. Here, we need only
remark that Lord BAvisnuay's refusal to
countenance the uprising of the Cretan
Christfans against Turkish oppression and
his Indifference to the invasion of Thessaly
by an overwhelming Ottoman force would
donbtless have cost him the Premiership,
but for the overwhelming Unionist ma-
jority In the House of Commons, Eventa
in the far East will soon discloss how
much solid basls thero was for the
alleged mnecessity to malntain Invio-
late the concert of the Powers, a con-
cert which thus far has resulted In leaving
the Armenian massacres unpunished, In
blocking the efforts of the Cretans for gen-
ulne autonomy, and In stifling the hopes
of Greece, DMeanwhils, England, while
professing devotion to the European con-
cert, bas held herself aloof from the Triple
Allinnee on the one band, and the Dual
Allinnce on the other, though It (s under
stood that Lord BaLisnuny adheres to the
Informal sgreement, sald to have been made
by him some time ago, which binds the Brit-
Ish Government to protect tho Italinn sen-
const, should It be assalled by a French
flect. It looks ms If Great Hritain must
eventually join one or the other of the great
Continental combinations, for the dream of
counterbalanclng them with a consolidated
British Empiro bas been by this time dis.
pelled, Ipstead of the (llusions cherished
by English Imperialists and the fine profes.
wlons made by colonin]l Premlers on the oo-
caslon of the Queen's Jubllee, the discourag-
Ing facts have been disclosed that the Par
Hament of the Cape Colony has made no
effort to rafse the money necded for the
promised warship, and that the Parliament
of Victorin has no more Intention of ceasing
to tux lmiports from Great Britain than has
the Parliament of Canada,

In Fraoce the Minlstry, headed by M,
MeLing, bas lasted longer than wns ex.
pected, purtly because the Premier himsolf
Is & high protectionist, willing to place
heavy duties on the importation even of
food products, and, therefore, acceptable
no less to agricultural than to manufactur.
fug interests, and partly because M, Hano.
TAUX, the Minister for Forelgn Affairs, |s
known to be, in the most emphatic senss of
the phrase, persona grata to the Czar, So
long as the desire of regalning Alsace-
Lorraine, and the ypacknow ledged, but over-
present, dread of Twrther dismemberment
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at Hu Mndld Mu,y m the
French heart, a which eom-
mands the confidencs of the OCourtof Bh
Potersburg has many chanoes of stabllity,
and no Ministry which Rossia treata with
coldness can count upon s long tenure of
power, Not even the discovery, Indeed,
that the Ozar has no intention of entering
upon an offensive war for the purpose of
nssisting France to get back her lost
provinces would justify Frenchmen in re-
nouncing an alliance which effectually
nhiclds them againat a second German In-
vasion. It now looks as If all that France,
during the coming year, can galn from her
understanding with the Czar Is a free
hand as against England In West and
Central Afrien, and the assurance that
her interests In the far East will be
cared for. The approach of the Parls
Exposaition of 1000, at which French man-
ufaoturers belleve they can demonstrate
the superlority of thelr wares, and from
which the Parls tradesmen and the owners
or leasees of real estate hope to reap a great
deal of money, will also have a tranquillis-
Ing effect upon French politiea. The French
Boocialists and Red HRepublicans, who, for
the moment, act together (n the Chamber
of Deputles, are, while »still strong In
the manufacturing centres, less hopeful of
speedy triumph In the country at large
than they were when M. Bouvraeors was In
office, They have been discouraged by the
popular acquiescence In the Senate’s practl-
cal assertion of a right to turn out a
Ministry by a vote of want of confl
denes, It wan, In truth, a [arreaching
change In the current vlew of the
French Constitution, which was effected
when M. Bounarors felt constrained to
reslgn In deference to the Senate's opposl.
tion. Up to that event It was taken for
granted that, in France, the Minlstry was
responsible only to the popular branch of
the natlional legislature, as Is the case In
the United Kingdom and In Italy, Tlmes
have changed since the avowed purpose of
astrong party (n the Chamber of Deputies
was such a revision of the Constitution of
1870 as should eliminate the Senate, On
the other hand, It cannot be said that the
opposite political movement, which alms
to assimllate the Presidency of the French
republlo to the American model, ls likely to
make any progreas (n the twelvemonth now
begun. Inacountry like the United States,
where power Is split up by the Federal
system, whers the authority in the hands
of the natlonal Executive Is comparatively
small, and, above all, where the bellef in
popular government, the attachment to in-
dividual liberty, and the principles of the
English common law are Ingrained In the
race, there {s no danger In Intrusting the
Administration to s President who s [nde
pendent of the legislature. To do this in
France would not be safe, because, owing to
the centralizatlon of the Government and
the Immense power vested In the Ex-
ecutive, such a President would be
almost a dictator, even during his legal
term of office ; and the temptation to pro-
long his authority beyond its legal term,
from public no less than from selfish mo-
tives, would be tremendous, Nor In view
of the tendency of the mercantile classes,
and even of the peasants, to crave a stroug
raler, would It be diflicult for him to do so,
as Lovrs NaroLrox proved long ago. The
French President should not, therefore, be
made independent, and the only feasible
alternative ie to surround him, as he Is now
surrounded, with Ministers who are mpon-
sible to Parliament.

In Germany, the new year seems likely
to witness events of unusual Importance in
the fleld of both forelgn and internal poll-
tics, The changes recently made in the
Prussian Ministry, and also In the corps of
subordinates attached to the Lmperial
Chancellor—it will be remembered that
the Chancellor has no colleagues but only
subordinntes—bear witness to a complete
reactlon on the part of Kalser WinLLiax IL
from the tendencies to Stute soclalism,
which marked the beginning of his reign.
His present attitude has led to a reso
lution on the part of the Soclalists,
which will have a sensible effect at the
next general election for the Helchstag,
Hitherto, the Socialists have refused, for
the most part, to coalesce with any other
political party In any electoral district,
and have put forward nominees of their own
both for the Relchstag and for the Prus.
sian Chamber of Deputies. Now they have
decided that, In every constituency, where
they haveno hope of gaining a vletory for
themselves, they will support the candi-
date of the party which they consider least
objectionable, This decision must sen-
slbly I(necrease the number of Richterlsts

in the next Reichstag, ns well as In
the popular branch of the Prussian
legislature, It remains to be seen

whether the present Relchstag will make
the Increased appropriation for the navy
which the Emperor desires, and'alse how
it will deal with the bill ixing the size of
the standing army, which will be Intro-
duced this year, It will be recalled that
the Constitution of the German Empire
provides that, although the budget must
be annually voted by the Relchstag, the
principal revenue laws are permanent, and
cannot be changed withont the consent of
the Bundesrath, while the most Important
of all appropriations, that for the army, Ia
virtually determined by the law prescribing
the number of the troops, and this has been
hitherto voted for a number of years at a
time, Thus, in 1871, It was voted for thres
years; In 1874, 1880, and 1887, for seven
years, and hence called o septennate; and,
In 1804, for five years, It will, therefore,
have to be voted this year, and the abllity
of the Imperlal Government to obtaln the
number of troops desmed needful, and for
the term of years deslred, will depend upon
Ita suceess In securing the colperation of the
Catholie or Centre party, without whoss
ald It will be impossible to overcome the
resistance of the Richterists and Soclallsts
to the presont huge military establivhment,
That the Reichatag, which has not forgot-
ten the maritime glory of the Haueeatle
League, will, eventually, vote the appro-
pristion requested for & large (ncrease in
the German Navy seews probable, in view
of the approval with which the German
people have witnessed the occupation of
Klao Chou Bay, and the determination of
the Government to promote, by a naval
demounstration, the expansion of the na-
tional trade with China. Deferring, fora
moment, the consideration of the German
Kalser's policy in the far Enst, we ought to
note that both he and bis ally, the Haps-
burg soverelgn, are vying with euch other
In attempts (o reknlt thelr former cordial
relations with the Cear,

For the Emperor Fraxoms Joske the
pew year ls fraught with uno promise of
tranquillity, and, recalling the part played
by NionoLas L In the eveuws of 1848, he
may well covet the good will of NicnoLas
IL in the dark hour that seems impending
over the Cls-Lelthan kingdom, There was
from the outset no hope thst the new
Prime Minister of the Austrian half of the
dual monarchy wonld be more succesaful
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Croch and German factions In the Haeichs.
rath, amd thua wsecuring a renewal
of the decennial fscal and ecommer
¢lal treaties with Hungary. Those treaties
expired on Dec, 81, 1897, and the Diet at
Budapest, although carnestly requested by
the Hangarian Prime Minlster to wait four
months for the conclualon of the new treaty,
bas not yet agreed to do so, Even the
Prime Minlster's request waa coupled with
a distinet Intimation on his part that
it, at the end of the term named, the
required steps had not been taken by
the Relcharath, the Magyars wonld pro-
coed to mot Independently, and would hence-
forth recognize no bond of unlon with the
Ols-Loithan kingdom, except the tie of
common allegiance to the House of Haps-
nunro, That, of coursa, was the programme
with which Kossuts began, and, to avert
a recurrence to t, [t has for some
time been deemed by no means Impossi.
ble that Fraxos Josrpn, Instead of merely
dissolving the Reichsrath and ordering a
new general eleotion, which would be
uselesa [n the Inflamed state of the publle
mind, may abrogate the existing Constitu-
tion of the Cis-Leithan kingdom, and pro-
ceed, by virtue of his sovercign pow-
ers, to negotiate the needful flscal and
commercial treaties with his Hungarian
subjects. Even as we write, wo learn
that an Imperial decree has authorized
the Cis-Lelthan MIinistry, during the pro-
rogation of Parllament, to lery taxes
and provide for the Btate expenditures
from Jan. 1 to June 30 next. Already,
then, the Cis-Leithan Constitution bas been
suspended. The suspension, however, or
even the abolition of the Cis-Lelithan Con-
stitution, still leaves the Hapsburg Emperor
confronted with the fundamental question:
Bhall Bohemla, with its historical adjuncts,
Moravia, and Austrian Silesia, become an
autonomous kingdom, and shall Fraxcis
Joserm fulfll his promise to be crowned at
Praguet No doubt he would gladly reply
In the affirmative {f he were assured that
the process of disintegration would stop
there, but what waa given to the Czechs
could not well be denied to those Southern
Slavs who are Included [n the Cis-Leithan
Gtate, or to the Poles, who form a compact
mass In Galicla, or to the Itallans, who
are congregated in the southern part of
the Tyrol and In the seaports along the
Adrlatic, The problem might be solved by
an extensive application of the federal
principle but for the fact that the example
would be viewed with dread and hostility
by the Magyars, who In theirown kingdom
of Hungary firmly dominate other nation-
alities, What hitherto has aggravated
the diMeunlty of finding asolution is the fact
that Russian agents have fanned the as-
pirations of the Czechs for practical Inde-
pendence, and that the Ozechs, being them-
selves of Blavonie origin, would prefer
subjection to the Czar to association with
slther Germans or Magyars, For that
reason |t might be posaible for NicHOLAS
I1. to mitigate the feverish state of popular
feeling In Dohemia, and this is but one of
several benefits which the House of Haps.
prrae may derlve from a revival of the
friendship which once linked it to the
Romaxorrs. Far-reaching, Indeed, are
the possible consequences of the Crech
agitation for autonomy, which is but
ong of mapy Indications that all the sub-
jects of FrANoCIS JosEPH, except the Ger-
mans, who number about eight and a half
millions, are opposed to the alliance by
which the dual monarchy lsconnected with
the German Empire. If the inhabitants of
the Hapsburg dominlons could be polled on
the question of that alliance, two-thirds of
the votes In the Cis-Leithan kingdom
would be cast against it, while in Hun-
gary there would be an almost unanimous
declaration to the same effect. On the
whole, consldering the trouble that the
Czechs bave given him, and are likely to
give him hercafter, FRANCIS JOSEPR must
sometimes regret that Prussia did not
Insist upon acquiring Bohemia after the
battle of Sadowa, In which event the laat-
named country would by this time have
heen thoroughly Germanized,

The recent reconstruction of the Italinn
Oabinet has no particular significance, and
certainly will not Involve any drastle
change In the nation's foreign policy. It
slmply means that a stable Cabinet cannot
be constructed out of the [nnumerable
groups Into which the Itallan Chamber of
Deputies Is divided, and that there needs
must be at short Intervals a fresh distribu-
tlon of the spoils, From Cavoun's death
in June, 1861, to June, 15908, there
were no fewer than thirty-one different
Cabinets, whose avernge duration was
but about thirteen months and a half.
This state of things would come to
an end If Catholio electors were permit-
ted by the Pope to vote, for then
all the adherents of King Housert would
have to oolperate In self-defence, As it s,
thers are certain questions which, in the
courss of the coming year, may tend to con-
solidate the exigting groups Into two great
partles, We refer to the expedlency of ad-
hering to the coalition with Germnny and
Austria, and to that of acquiring trans-
marine possessions, There Is nodoubt that
the Triple Alllance Is unpopular (n the
peninsular kingdom. It leaves ungratified
the yearning for Itallan unity, which
never can be fulfilled so long &s
the Italian-speaking section of the Tyrol,
and Trieste, with other Adriatic scaports,
remaln In Austrian hands, It compels the
Itallan Government to malntain a much
larger military establishment, and also a
larger navy, than [t would otherwise re-
quire. Worst of all, It shuts out Italian
growers of wines and oil from their best
customer, France, which bas, not unnatu-
rally, refused to enter Into a commercial
treaty with the ally of bher German encmy.
These things might be borne, grievous us
they are, if, In the Triple Alliance,
Italy possessed o guarantes of abso-

‘lute security for her scacoast in tlme

of war, This Is far from being the case,
The French fleet that ean be despatehed at
any hour from Toulon Is far stronger than
any naval armament which the Triple Alll
ance could place In the Mediterranean ; and,
acoordingly, Italy bas been forced to go out-
slde of her allles for a protector, and to wue
to England for an Informal promise that a
Britiah fleet shall defend the consts of the
peninsala from devastation at the hands of
the French. Were Italy, on the other
band, leagued with France, she would
have nothing to fear In the Mediter
ransan. As for conquests beyond the sea,
It s true that the disastrous ouge
come of the attempts to dominste Abys-
sinia did check for a time any movements
but Italy cannot for-
get that Genoa once had fortresses and
commercial establlshments on the Hos-
porus, on the shores of the Black Ses, In
the Levant, and even on the Euphrates,
while Venlce wus formerly mistress of the
Morea, of Candia and Cyprus, and of most
of the Islands of the Archipelago, It
secns, In truth, llke the lrony of history
that the eountry which produced CoLua~
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not possess a foot of land in the Nﬂr
World. That the eraving for transmarine
dominion Is not yet extinct in Italy may
be Inforred from the despatoh of an Italian

squadron to Chiness waters, although It |

is not easy to foreses with which of the
great maritime powers ahe Is likely to
coliperate. For the moment the interests
of England and Germany in the far East
are conflicting, and they will remain so
nnless a partition of the Chinese sencoast
ean be arranged. Under these olroum-
stances, the Italinn Government may find
Itaell in an awkward predieament. Its
warships cannot assist the HEngllsh, for
that would place it [n hostility to the
Triple Alllance., Should they, on the other
bhand, support tho Germans, Italy will for-
folt .the protection of England, upon which
sho has been connting In the event of a
war with France. On the whole, 1t s
clear that King Humaenrt's Government
will have Ita share of anxiety In 1808,

With regard to Russia's European polliey,
It need only be said that there Is at present
no prospect of any material reform in her
Internal adminlstration, Still far distant
seema the promulgation of that Constitu-
tion which wns signed by Avexanpenr IL
on the eve of his nssassination. Nelther is
there any Indication of an early move to-
ward Constantinople or toward the absorp-
tlon of Turkish Armenia. By using the
so-oalled concert of the powers to
shield the Sultan from the penal-
ties of misrnle, the statesmen of St.
Petersburg expected to convert him
Into a wassal of the Czar. The ease,
bhowever, with which the Turkish Army
crushed the Greeks, has rehabllitated
Appun Hamip In his own esteem and In
that of his Ottoman subjects, with the re-
sult that the Sultan's acceptance of the
Czar's suzerainty Is further off to-day than
It seemed sixty years ago, when the treaty
of Unkiar Skelesal was concluded. During
1808 Russia's eyes will be turned east-
ward to the acquisition of an lee-free port
on the Pacific and of practical ascendancy
to the north of the Great Wall.

To Spaln and to the Alphonsine dynnsty
the new year offers but a cheerless prospect.
It Is true that the rebellion in the Philip-
plne Islands seems to have been suppressed,
but the refustatement of Spanlah authority
In Cuba I8 further off than It was a year
ago. The Important victory Iately gained
over Gen. PANDO by Gen. CALIxT0 GARCIA
and the capture by the latter of Victoria de
Ins Tunas, Guisa, and other interior towns
bave completed the dislodgment of the
Spaniards from the wholeof the province of
Santingo with the exception of the seaports,
and the evidence atlalnable appears to
show that the Cuban civil authorities are
discharging In that provincesll the regular
functions of a government. In the prov-
Inces of Puerto Principe and Santa Clara,
also, the revolutionists are preponderant,
though they have not yet organized there a
asystem of civil adminiistration. Even in the
other provinces, those, namaly, of Matan.
zas, Havana, and Ploar del Rlo, the Spanish
troops, when moving, or when stationed in
the smaller towns, are exposed to incessant
attack at the hands of the patriot forces,
who have repeatedly penetrated Into
the suburbs of the eapital. The at-
tempt of Governor-General Draxco to
protect the sugar planters has falled, and
by his appeal to our Government for elee-
mosyuary ald he bas confessed Lils Inability
to feed the non-combatanta who bhave con-
gregated in the towns, Meanwhile, the
Constitution for Cuba, which has been pro-
claimed by a royal decree, has been
refjected by the revolutionists In the fleld,
and it is by thls time recognized, alike at
Havana and Madrid, that Spain can
recover the Island only by force of arms,
As a matter of fact, however, the home
Government has already sent to Cuba all
the soldlers that It could spare, and
it bas nearly reached the limit of
{ta financlal resources, The problem,
therefore, confronting Gon, BLaNcO {3 how
to accomplish, with far fewer men and
much less money, what Gen, WEVLER
fuiled to perform, namely, the subjugation
of the rebels, At the same time, the Al
phonsine Dynasty Is In a precarious condl-
tlon. There aresigna of commotion among
the Carlists, who are strong in the Basque
Provinces, In Navarre, In Aragon, and In
Catalonia; the Republicans and Sociallsts
are becoming restless; the Liberals are
only held together by the Influence of
SAGASTA, who is far advanced In years; and
the Conservatives, who, under CANOVAS,
were the mainstay of the monarchy, are
now rent asunder., RoprLepo, the head of
one faction of the Conservatives, has pub-
licly signified a willingness to combine
with Carlists and Republicans for the pur-
pose of renewing In Cuba the feroclous
methods of warfare practiced by WEYLER,
while SILVELA, the chief of the other fac-
tion, has not hesltated to avow that Bpain's
recovery of the lsland s lmpossible, The
fear of disturbances In the Peninsula will, of
Itself, suflice to prevent the despatceh of any
conslderable reinforcements to the Carib-
bean, even if the Treasury should be able to
support the additional expenditure, and,
should a Carlist uprising occur, some of the
troops now stationed in Cuba would bave
to be recalled,

On the Afriean Continent there seems no
likellhood of another collislon between
Dritish subjects and the Transvaal Repub-
lle during the year now begun., It s rather
on the Niger and the Nile that attention
will bs concentrated. Although a treaty
betwoen France and England, concluded
some years ago, defined thelr respective
spheres of Influence in the Niger basin, a
French officer hns disregarded not only
the terms of that compact, but also
Britlsh agreements with native chiefs,
and has oceupled points  within  the
territory recognized as pertaining to
Great Dritaln, This was the encroach-
ment referred to by Lord BALISBURY In his
speech at the Mansion House dinner, when
he sald that there was a limit to the con-
cesslons whieh England would mnake to
France, Btill more serious friction Is
threntened on the headwaters of the Nile,
if it be truv that the Freuch expedition,
about which varlous rumors have reached
us during the Inst year, bas oceupled
Fashoda [n the so-called Equatorial Prov.
Ince, which used to be the most southerly
adjunctof the Egyptian Soudan, Tho ap-
pearance of the French In this quarter is
the more ominous because of the alleged
Intentlion of Abyssinia, Instigated by a
Russlan emissary, to take possession of an
adjolning district on the east, to which the
Negus hus o traditions] claim. Let the
English, bowever, once conquer the Khalita
Appurranl and occupy Omdurman, and
they will have no difficulty in expelling the
French (rom Fashodn, for the Nile is navi-
guble by gunboats al the year round from
Berber to Gondokoro, within 10* of the
equator. The southward advance of the
reorganized Aoglo-Egyptian sarmy, uoder
Bir Henperr Kivopesew, will undoubt-
odly take pfuce this year, The railway hns
been completed Lo Abu Hamed ; communis

Onmuau week by baving the moiups.

ontlons have been openad botween Barber
and Buakim; amil the whole stretch
of the Nile between Berber and Omdur
man bas been cleared of the Mahdists
by an uprislng of the river tribes, who,
sincs the fall of Khartoum, have been
fearfully oppressed. Om the whole, thero
Is good reason to belfeve that within the
twelvemonth that begius to-day the de-
struction of the Anglo-Egyptiah army un.
der Hioxs Pasha, and the death of Gornox,
will be thoroughly avenged. It in equally
certaln that, after thelr experience of the
dreadful rule of the Khialifa, the natives of
the Eastern Soudan, of Kordofan and of
Darfour will weleome the restoration of
the Khedlve's authority.

It Is, however, eastern Asla upon which
the eyes of Europe and America are likely
to be moat intently fixed during the
twelvemonth which has now opened. What
we arenow beholding on the const of China
might have been predicted when three
European powers, Russia, France, and
Germany, Interposed between China and
Japan and dictated a revision of the
treaty of Shimonoseki, It was certain
that the Middle Kingdom would have to
pay for the interposition, and the only
point left doubtful was the date of the de-
mand for payment, No doubt Russia would
have preferred to walt for the completion
of the Siberlan Rallway before disclosing
the breadth of her designs, but ber hand
was forced when Germany selzed Kino
Chou Bay, and this, accordingly, was fol.
lowed by the despatch of Russian warships
to Port Arthur, a move which seems to
have been concerted with France, for It
has been sald that the lsland of Hal-Nan
was taken possesslon of by the French
on the same day. Hal-Nan, with the
western  section of the provinee of
Kwuang-Tung, which, also, France will un.
doubtedly demand, will give that power
absolute control of the Gulf of Tonquin and
place the province of Kwan-8a within her
sphere of influence, With regard to Yun.
Nan, and 8ze.-Chuen which lies directly to
the north of it, there 1s a treaty between
France and England whereby they agree to
share the commercial and rallway privi
leges that may be granted in those prov.
inces, It should not be impracticable, how-
ever, to adjust the respective clnims of
these two powers, The chief difficulty at-
tending any general schemo of partition
will arise when the share assignable to
Japan s discussed, The Mikado must
needs ba consulted, for his fleet, next tothe
English, s the strongest in the Pacifie,
and he alone is able to place quickly a largs
army on Chinese soil. What he wants, of
course, I8 the very territory of which he
was deprived by the revision of the Shil-
monoseki Treaty, to wit, Corea, the Liau.
Tung Peninsula and the intervening strip of
Manchuria. Corea, especially, he desires,
because it is the part of the Asistic main-
land nearest to his lsland empire, and be-
cause he has historfcal claims to it. Russia,
on the other hand, is determined to havenn
{ce-free seaport at all hazards, and she does
not want the Japanese as neighbors on the
Aslatic maluland ; so that, lll-prepared for
the moment as she Is, she will probahly
fight sooner than permit the reassertion of
the Shimonoseki Treaty in Itsoriginal form,
A war, however, can be averted in one way,
namely, by such a partition of the seaconst
of the Middle Kingdom as shall satisfy
all the maritime powers concerned, includ-
Ing, of course, Japan, That is why 1808
seems likely to bring with it an event so
momentous and so memorable as the disso-
lution of an empire, which had been long
civilized and prosperous, when RaMpses
I1. was ruling over Egypt; and which had
existed for some twenty centurles when
the founder of Rome was horn.

One Cause for Thankfulness,

The rule of Tammany Hall begins in New
York to-day, to the unbounded pleasure of
the vietors, to the bitter indignation of the
Republlean party, stabbed by pretended
friends whose connectlon with it had given
them irresistible power for betrayal, and
to the mortification and alarm of thou-
sands of others who a year before supported
the Republicans as & requircment of hon-
esty and patriotism, and who are still con-
stralpned by the revolutionized Democracy
to look to Republicanism as the nation's
salvation.

One look back, though, will convince
any impartial reasoner that the success of
Van Wryek is less harmful than would
have been the success of Low, a type of
reformer differing In many respects from
Mayor 8Troxa, but none the less a sure
source of blight to any party in whose
pame be might bold office, If NMr, Skru
Low, owing no allegiance to party, des-
potic, uncertain, and self-secking, had be-
come Mayor of New York through Repub-
lican help the Republican organization of
the Empire State would have faced the
Congress elections of the year beginning
to-duy and the Presidential election of
1000 more rent by faction, and more diffl-
cult of commendation to the publie, than
was the Republican party of New York
city after the Hon, WiLLiam L. Srrone's
three eccentrle and gouty years [n the City
Hall.

All stalwart supporters of the St, T.ouls
platform, In the Emplre State and else-
where, see some cause for thankfulness in
the New York election of 1807,

Mr. ALEXANDER E, ORrRr, the President
of the Rapld Tranult Commisslon, Is represent-
od by the Herald as sayiug that the commis
slon Intends to apply to the Supreme Court for
a chenga In the conditions of the §15 000,000
bond required hy the court, *so that the bond
shall be construed to npply only to the porlod of
construction and not to the time of operation,
which ranges from tidrety-five 1o ity years."

If Mr. Oni has sald anything of the kind he
Is not At for Lthe place ho occuples, The Mapld
Translt act forblds the change he Is ecrodited
with seeking, and (he court cannot moke [t
The bond, sccording to soction 84 of the act,
must cover the opoeration of the road and the
payment of the rental for It, during the cntire
period of the contract for bullding snd opornts
fog it, and vo division of It is permissible,

The fraudulent ralsing of the checks of
the Amerlean Estates Assoclation by the asso-
clatlon’s bookkeeper, afler they were signed by
fte aMoeers, brings into notlee agnin the d-fec
tve state of our New Yoark lnw on the suliject.
According to the declslon of our Court of Ape
peals In the Bedell forgery cases, the bank pay-
ing the ralsed chivcks will have lo bear tho loss
resulting fri m themn, but, acvording to Lhe doecls
slon of the Britlah House of Lords In the celes
brated Vaglisno case, the loss would full on the
ecipployoers of the forger, The roason ansiygned for
the Vagliuno declsion wus that the furger belng
employed by Lhe makers of the fraudulent paper,
thoy gave him the credit pecessnry Lo the sios
coss of Lhe fraud, and, therefore, ihe loss sliould
be bhorne by them, Poesibly, the facts I the
Estates Aswsoclation cupe differ enough from
those of the Bedell cases to cunble the question
Lo be agaln carried to the Court of Appeals, aud
witha differcnt reauit,

Mn"uu His Voulh st 8o,

From the Dally Kennebeo Journal,
an o Rasorville ls oel Lils elgbtleth

—
THRE BUN AND THE TRIRUNE.

Bome Obeervations by an Unprejudiced Obe
nrrver,

From the Vermont Walchman and State Journal of
Montpelier,

When the national canvass of 1806 wik prao-
tieally opened by the d elaration of prineiples ay
Chicago Tie New York SUN, true 1o (s esth
mnte of the dominating issus of the cunvase
and having the courage of it convictions re
specting that lskue, took up the cause of sound
money and tho natlonnl hoenot by espousing the
oandidacy of Willlam McKinley with  the
prompiness, vigor, and decislon that are (le
charnetoristies of undoubted sineerlts and true
patriotism, Throughout tho carmpaign Tk Sy
wiruck sturdy blows, delivored stralght from tle
shoulder, at Bryanisin In whatever spocious
gulse it appeared,

The paper was a powerful factor, If not, Ins
dood, the most controlling slngle influence In
the East, hut more especially In the ety and
Btate of New York, in producing the muguiis
cent mnjorities nt the Novembor election,

Tk Sux found in the Republionn platform
the only hope of soclety In thin natlon, and the
truest exposition of real JofMernonian principles
And yut, In accopting the Republioan platform,
Tk SUx was conslstently malntaining Its fealty
ta the policles and principles, in respect of nas
tonnl affairs, which hind found consplétious sips
portars in Samuel J, Tiiden and Bimuel J. Hans
dall, In whom It had boen an earnist beliover,
Tuk 8uN has stout'y miintained Its ante-clocs
Hon stand, snd in the recent municipal eanynse
In New York elty, among the newspapors, was
almont the Kole defendor of the loeal Republican
organlzation against the assaulis of {ts encmles
and tho treachery of Its triends.

Republican papers which have become some-
what effete, or rickoty in thelr idens, or which
may be movid by aspiritof joulousy, may sneer
at THE SBUN now beoause it ls supporting Ropubs
Henn polleles nnd denouncing party treachery
with characteristie vigor and directness: bub
Hepublicans every where wore vory joyous when
thut journal pu' its stalwart shoulder to the
wheel In the porllous erisis of 1404,

Foromost among the ltepublican Journala thas
wore faithless found In o grent emergency wie
the New Fork T'ribune, which scems 1o bave
presumed upon [te anclent standing ns a Repub-
lHean newspaper to botray its party with jme
punity whencever personal plque or disnnpoint
ment should aroune its resentment, Pagsing by
the fact—which history hns regarded with venial
lenlenoy—thnt the foundor of the Tribune bhee
came ko 1872 the Prosidential eamlidate of the
Democratie party, which for a lifetime he had
fiercely donounced as the embodiment of every
gpecien of moral and politicn]l wickedness, hin
fuccessor bas once and ngain allied himself with
the encmles of the Republican party and cons
splred to necomplish jta efeat,

In 1882 the ribune joined handa with the
Democrats and Mugwumps of that time 1o des
feat Judge Folger, the Ropublican enndidate for
Governor of New York, and to oleel Grover
Cleveland by a majority of some 00,000 voles
In respeet of ability, expericonce, and bnracter,
Folger compared with Cleveland ns Hyperion to
Satyr, The 2vibwne was thus instrumental In
starting My, Cloveland on the high rond to the
Presidency of the nation, and its trewclicry to
ita porty ot that time Inrgely contributod 1o the
disnsters thot befell thiscountey under tho Cleves
Innd Admindsteation. Again, in the recont mus
nicipal olegtion in the Grenter New York,
the Tribune consorted with thoe dirost ene-
wiea of the Republican party to dofont fts
enndidnte for Mayor and hin sssoviate ofils
cials, although the  candidates  were, in
overy respect, the most eminont among thele
follow citizens In thelr fitness for Lhe affices to
which they hoad been nowloated, Its recend
npostaey and its continned efforts to brank up
or disorganizo its party I the city and Siate of
New York have enrned for it thoe fatnl caressing
and adulation of the Mugwump and Democrntio
press, the inveterute and malignant foes of the
party nnd s principles, In ull parts of the
country,

Tog SUN Is, preéminently, the gront national
paper, stunding up vigorously for Amerlean lus
terests, at all thues antd the worlil over, bes
friending and champloning the canse of every
peoble contending for thelr rights and theie
lberties ngainst thelr oppressors, Hepublicine
a#n parly, and Awmerleans ng o people, have in
Tue SuN, smong the néwspnpers of the country,
thoir ablest and most consplonous wmlyvoeate,

Tuing m Child's Praser te Advertise Sonp.

To Thar Enrton oF Tie Sus=Sir: Can nothing he
done torestenln the sonp makers who have plastered
many blank walld fo this city with posters of o dos
seription most shovking (0 every one whio loves phills

dren nand belisves W shie Doty 2 These postins ropns
weut two Httle enlldron Boveling fn prayes, Thele
hnuds are olnsped anil thele Paces suuest the fssnn &
of all true prayer—thankfulness, tru-t apd love, Wil
that thoueht o datid the bobiolder tufos o e Jott e
ing nod fuds vOive us thils day oore dily —sohg.”
A more striking revelation of gl degrmdation whinn
comes from greod was pover soon Ain pubide. WHT o
Toe Svx, that drove the dagiestiog plotucrs of oy

ette makers from the strevts, aod t
nouieed the wio of the American wive
tlacmient of beir, plaomake 8t unpr | 1) IO TR T l.h'

prayer of a llvtle child for adveriialhg purposes ?
Usk Wao s Nor a UnUncisas,

No UVar for Booth-Tueknr,

To e Enrokor Tne SUN—Sir: 1read Toe Boe
dally, Teonldp't do withous it. Sometimes (te Bleus
do not coluchle with mine, Then 1 ¢ ropet®
tally) the editor, Tt DReep on rewlog Tie Sos,

Kow pertndt - plaln worklngman to tostufy Lls ap-
preciation of the editorinl In this morning's SEx e
ganding that cockuey by poceite, Dooth-Tucker, 1o
1 of B uEs to New Yorkora, He sied b eloss sbould
Lo ahlpped back where they earms from, or be coos
demmed to a0 hard manoal lavor, aud give soms
vaiuo for money received. Hammer ‘em, Mr. Editor,
and evon It 1 dosometimes od Fauls with Tux Sus,
I'll keep on reading it, AMERICAR,

New Youg, Dee. i,

mens

The Tuxedo Comt.

To e Eprron oF Tix Sus—Sir: Twas glad to ses
your remarks with regard to the @ Tuxedo cost in
Four reply to & recent orrespondent

Of all the yarmpute worn by men, the most un-
woemly and the moat Inpongruous fs that Tuxedo
voat. Really 10 1 & garpient suitable for no oocaslon
In town or country which requires any formality to
dress.  I0ds adaptod €0 the dase OF & Tan's 0Wn room,
when e s ubner uo pinl rostradnl, or (0 the vads
fug rooan, Bis Liuslness oflow, pqun\‘n_ Lut nevep
Lenta an odvesiopn whers any thilng ke caroful dreéss

o sppropriate. A woulian sht s well appearal s
dinner W the (Goke eatigue she throws over loe
sholdem tn maklpg ber tullel se g wan o ouie
woearing ol uxeh t

L divnay catv wi utliority Yhere mny b For jlits
o on suhy 8 loupgiieg « POL 0D AR a0 of
evenlig cvrvinuiy . the o 1 i b Jo badd ond e
ehglile -( alu Justine el

[*m o ral ol ul nat 1o be toleralod Ly

Iailties, |u\ run 1 dning toen It ofonds g | Ll
New Youk, Dee. 41, 1 W

Yeotbintlon on the Beiden €urs,

ToTnE KLars or THe Brs—s Appreviating the
goosd oftiees of Ttk Bues in all mattors by o
the pabdbin's W lfaret amd Lhdn of bis g dting ! a4
oall your attention fo ahe gor e pather ol of
veutilathos n the brilg TR I A tiv g
e e care L st fone et wihbe e
Wart O ¢l mll @oors are sut g, 11}
sentilators, Boo, s thal by e vl ool BTy
one t\lhlllw by harddl 1 Wi gos ue
Froones s Bk bpanine i dlis bal T

At Lhile oty Ml ust suiiruamk From w ieip

ikl TR LU T 1T U TP TR T Y
ir ol vepd ilptons o It b
oo Lo aukwer other thon b saelp
Wit tian DuN. LN
Growlh of the suuth to Weslth,
From the Nashodlle Hanner,

The valus of (e asdcsid property i tha Soalh tos
day Ia Just @oubile wuas it was bieforn the war, whon
thie negroos Wi Ineinilend me proprey,

Tuking the Bonih as f wholt, the igoreass Las been
Eroator whetn ndustrios bave bovn divernifiod sl
mmtensitied,  Missisalppd e Joim s S Lor eld bl
K ng cottoms=tieaoe thad Stete whlod, colnjuratively,
wons gepie Of the wosltil b Lefode b war, Is b o
Of the porest—ab lrast olg oF Thio Lidst progrssive
ar far as matorial progros goes,  Norph Carclo, ons
OF tho poorest, or cative one ulf G slowest in sutas
bl duy e, be pow Lecomy one of the wepithiond
Voathidn o fow soars the ol d Norih state has bilie 150
cutton facturkom s S40 g0 sty favturies,  Her o,
Workout sod e Nelds, with vl par eent. of sl
maiter, produce the fue yelluw doaf tulisich la
slandance, The buil g of ratioimds las bain oud

of the mosl mporiapt faglors e s uoesawpled &
vyulopmout of wealll




